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Business Health Care Group member health care premium costs below 

average for Southeast Wisconsin 

 
MILWAUKEE – October 25, 2011 – The Business Health Care Group (BHCG) has announced 

results of a study showing health care premium costs for member employers are 13 percent below the 

average premium costs for southeast Wisconsin as a whole.  BHCG member premium costs are also 

below the Midwest average.  

 

The study – conducted by Milliman – was based on 2009 medical and pharmacy claims and 

administrative fee data and compared BHCG members’ health care premium costs with regional 

averages.  The data for the southeast Wisconsin and Midwest health care premium cost averages was 

obtained from a study recently released by the Greater Milwaukee Business Foundation on Health, 

Inc.   

 

These results demonstrate meaningful improvement compared to data from 2007, which showed 

BHCG premium costs nine percent below the average for southeast Wisconsin and approximately 

equal to the Midwest average.   

 

“When the Business Health Care Group formed in 2003, our stated goal was to manage health care 

costs in southeast Wisconsin to, or below, the Midwest average” said Dianne Kiehl, BHCG’s 

executive director. “BHCG member organizations’ premium costs are below premium costs for 

southeast Wisconsin and also are now below the Midwest average.  This study is convincing proof 

that our efforts to bend the cost curve are working.  We continue to outperform the southeast 



 

Wisconsin market and we look forward to further market premium differentiation in 2012 based on 

BHCG initiatives and the continuing efforts of the provider community,” Kiehl added. 

 

“The BHCG member organizations, working collaboratively with our providers, have made 

substantial progress in lowering health care costs by creating greater quality and cost transparency.  

Greater awareness of the cost drivers enables our employees, the consumers of health care, to make 

informed decisions.  Competitiveness in health care costs is critical to enhancing the business climate 

and the economic growth of southeast Wisconsin,” said Keith Nosbusch, Chairman and CEO of 

Rockwell Automation and a member of the Business Health Care Group. 

 

About the Business Health Care Group: 

The Business Health Care Group is a membership organization of over 1,200 employers and 

employer groups in the 11-county region of southeast Wisconsin. The BHCG and its members share 

the common goals of moving the health care market through innovative action and partnering for 

effective change. Visit www.businesshealthcaregroup.org to learn more.  

 

 

# # # 

 

 


